[Lori Kaczor]  The Dental Hygiene program here at ECC is a terrific two-year program in which students are able to earn their Associates Degree in applied sciences.  What it enables them to do after two years is to come out with a degree where they have a health-care profession where they can make a very good salary.

[Christine Lamanna] Typically our students are employed in general and specialty dental practices, but alternate employment opportunities would be in a school system, hospitals, nursing homes and even the military. 

[Kelly Dempsey]  They are preparing us for a lot and I know that when I finish here, at the college, at E C C, I'll be prepared for my future career.  

[Kathryn Alm] We have some students that after they graduate do not go on immediately for a job, they continue their education for their bachelors’ degree.

[Steven Lancaster] The majority of the credits from our dental hygiene program are transferable to other universities and colleges.

[Lori Kaczor] Erie Community College is now part of the SUNY program, so most of our college credits do transfer very easily to other SUNY programs.

[Steven Lancaster] Calculations and case law.  Good work

[Steven Lancaster] Our expectations of the student coming in is that they are dedicated when they walk in the door and that they are willing to put forth the work that's necessary.

[Ravel Rodriguez] School has to be number one.  You can't have this as number two or three because you will not be successful.

[Kathryn Alm] Dental Hygiene tends to be a very scientifically oriented program, so a student has to be interested and want to excel in science areas.  If they do attend  E C C  for a year, have to be a 3.0 to be accepted in our program.

[Steven Lancaster] You can come in, and we do have students who are very quite successful coming directly out of high school.  They have to have at least an 88 grade point average, high school grade point average, and have the equivalent of about two years of sciences; a year of biology and a year of chemistry.

[Christine Lamanna]  They have to meet some physical demands as well, such as having manual dexterity, good vision, good depth perception.  They need to have a strong commitment to really wanting to help their patients.

[Kathryn Alm]  The patients come in to the clinic and are seen by one student and the students then see patients and are treated as they would be in a private dental office.  

[Lynsey William] While you are in the clinic you do have to supply your own patients.  You have to manage your own patients, cal them, appointments, schedule, things like that.  And we are working with up to date equipment and products so the clinical aspect is definitely a strong point.

[Lori Kaczor]  We have a state-of-the-art facility, dental clinic that is just beautiful.  Each operatory is equipped with their own computer station to be able to transfer the digital radiography; we have internal cameras that are used.  It really is a wonderful facility to teach.

[Christine Lamanna] Yes, exactly.

[Steven Lancaster]  We have wonderful facilities; we have wonderful instructors, dedicated instructors. 

[Kathryn Alm]  Our faculty have worked in many different settings within the dental community.  We have had faculty that have done research.   We have had faculty that have taught for many years.  

[Lori Kaczor]  Most, if not all, have their masters or if they don't they're working on their master degree in education.  They have come from private practice settings specializing in paradontics and cosmetic dentistry, general dentistry, pediatrics.  They really bring a lot of expertise, not only to the classroom, but to the clinic settings as well.

[Vicki-Lynne Weishaupt] Our faculty is so well versed in dental hygiene that they have so much experience that they can really sit chair side with you while you are in clinic and really give you that aspect of "if you are in the dental office and you are going to see this in a patient, that this is the best way that you can handle it."  


[Steven Lancaster]  These look really, really nice.  They did nice work for you today.

[Kathryn Alm]  I think our clinical experiences, our faculty expertise and our facilities really cause E C C to be number one.

