[Phil Augustino]  Our program is one of the more demanding programs at Erie Community College.  We do expect some outside work; the research courses that are offered do involve some library work, computer research, production of papers.  The other courses that we teach that are not involved in research we do generally have textbooks that are fairly involved, fairly lengthy and we do require reading from our students.  So there is a level of commitment that a student has to make to our program.

[Richard Collins] We have, what I am going to call, theory courses.  Theory course would be a course that really teaches the student about the law.  We also have what I would call skill courses, where the student is going to learn about the law, but also skills that would be applicable in any number of different law office settings. 	

[Phil Augustino]  Currently we have four full-time faculty members and we use a number of part-timers.  They all have degrees from law school, they all have passed the bar, they are all practicing attorneys.  

[Joseph Krenitsky]  From our practical experience, having worked as lawyers representing clients, which some of us still do, we have an active practice.  We are able to come to the classroom and talk about real life experience, perhaps it is a case that we have worked on, perhaps it is a legal issue that has come up in our practice, that we can directly relate to material in class.  As opposed to relying solely on textbook material.
 
[Richard Collins] I have, as District Attorney, at my disposal, the police force of the jurisdiction in which the crime has been committed...

[Joseph Krenitsky] Our school is located in the heart of downtown Buffalo, we are where the courts are, we are where the banks are, we are where some of the insurance companies are.
    
[Richard Collins]  and that makes it certainly advantageous for our students who are working part time or who are in an internship.  For our night program, I might add, it is very advantageous cause we have any number of night students who are already working as paralegals, but are seeking to sharpen their skills, perhaps get a degree and they are a couple of blocks away.  

[Phil Augustino]  We offer every required paralegal course as part of our night program.  The way that we do that is that we alternate between the spring semester and the fall semester.  So if the student plans properly, the student will be able to take all the paralegal courses during the night without having to go through any day courses.  We have a number of students that have never taken any day courses with us because of their work situation.

[Joseph Krenitsky]  The defendant will claim, not only was it not my fault, but it was your fault plantiff...

[Richard Collins]  Because we are part of the state of New York system, the students that complete our program, whether they go out and work as paralegals or not, are able to continue their education.

[Joseph Krenitsky]  Our students that complete the paralegal program, after two years, can go to the University at Buffalo in their legal studies department as a junior.

[Richard Collins]  So if you were to get a gathering of our alumni, you would see paralegals, but you would see lawyers, you would see schoolteachers, you would see any number of educated people enjoying any number of careers.

[Louis Violanti]  I want to see the tests that were performed on the bloody glove to see that it was my clients DNA that's reported.

[Joseph Krenitsky]  Graduating from our paralegal program really provides our graduates with opportunities that go well beyond the traditional paralegal position.
